
Alexander Grass Endowed Lecture 

Why Jews 
Became 
Christians 
in the 
Modern Era

A talk by

Todd M. Endelman 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at 5:30pm

Smathers Library Judaica Suite



Why Jews Became Christians 
in the Modern Era
A talk by

Todd M. Endelman 
Between the French Revolution and World War 
II, hundreds of thousands of Jews in Europe and 
America became Christians. Endelman argues 
that religious conviction was rarely their motive. 
Those who left the Jewish fold were driven above 
all by pragmatic concerns, especially the desire 
to escape the stigma of Jewishness and its social, 
occupational, and emotional burdens.

Todd M. Endelman is professor emeritus of history 
and Judaic studies at the University of Michigan. 
His numerous books include: The Jews of Britain 
(2002), Broadening Jewish History: Towards a 
Social History of Ordinary Jews​ (2002), and most 
recently, Leaving the Jewish Fold: Conversion and 
Radical Assimilation​ (2015).

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at 5:30pm

Smathers Library Judaica Suite
University of Florida campus

This event is free and open to the public. 
For more information: (352) 392-9247

Center for Jewish Studies
PO Box 118020
Gainesville FL 32611-8020

Cosponsored by the Isser and Rae Price Library of Judaica.

Visit CJS on the Web: www.jst.ufl .edu

Off-campus parking is available at the Stadium Club, behind 
1802 W. University Ave., or in the parking lot across from 
Library West at 1542 W. University Ave. This parking lot now 
has a drop-box pay system for when attendant is off-duty.


