Reflections On Post-Oslo
Israeli/Palestinian History
and Memory of 1948

A talk by
Avraham Sela

Professor emeritus of International Relations and a senior
research fellow at the Truman Institute of the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. His research interest focuses on contemporary
Middle East politics, society and international relations. He
wrote extensively on the history and historiography of the
Palestine conflict since the British Mandate, especially on the
1948 War. The Palestine War of 1948 remains a formative event
in the Middle East and especially for the immediately concerned
Israelis and Palestinians, shaping the contours of their ensued
political conflict and perceptions of ‘self’ and ‘other’ which, in
turn, kept renovating memory and historiography of that event.
Drawing on theoretical approaches to the role of collective
memory in conflict resolution, the talk examines how Israeli and
Palestinian memories/historical narratives of 1948 surfaced and
affected the Oslo process.
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